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~ Back To School Night (Parents Only)
6:30 to 7:15 ~ Grades 3-5
7:15 to 8:00 ~ Grades K-2

7 ~ LABOR DAY ~ NO SCHOOL!

9 ~ PTA Meeting ~ 7:00 p.m.

: 10 ~ Bud White individual pictures taken today!
18 ~ STAFF LEARNING DAY ~ NO SCHOOL!

Dear Parents:

Welcome back to another new school year.
All of us are looking
forward to seeing all
the eager and
enthusiastic faces of
the students and
working with them.
We are also looking
forward to working

with you and getting

your support.

We want to welcome new teachers and
staff to Collins for the 2009-2010 school
year. We have three new teachers. They
are Katherine Camilleri who is teaching
kindergarten in room 2, Harumi Gong
teaching the first/second grade

combination class in room 20 and Tabitha
Deyo teaching 4th grade in room 30. Mrs.
Sandy Hull is the new school nurse. Brandon
Kwas and Mark Hutt are the new upper
grade P.E. teacher and assistant,
respectively. Kathy Disney and Pamela
Ketcham will share the primary music
teacherOs position. Grainne O'Flynn will
teach one upper grade music class.

CollinsOs student enrollment is growing again.
To accommodate these new students, we
are starting a new first grade class in the

~ Welcome Back Parent Night ~ 6:00 to 6:30 p.m.
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art room. We want to welcome Mrs,
Bhagyashree Vadodkar who is the new
teacher.

For the last several years, we have had a
Welcome Back Parents’ Night early in the
school year. It is an opportunity for

parents, especially parents new to Collins, to
find out what our school is about. We talk
about general school rules, student safety,
our nutrition program, and parentsO
participation at the school and their

support of the PTA. This yearOs Welcome
Back Parents’ Night will be held on
Thursday, September 3, 2009 from 6:00
to 6:30 p.m. inthe GLC.

Back to School Night, an annual event is on
Thursday, September 3, 2009 from 6:30
to 8:00 p.m. Parents of students in grades
3-5 will visit classrooms from 6:30 to 7:15
p.m. Parents of K-2 students will visit
classrooms from 7:15 to 8:00 p.m. This is an
opportunity for all of you to meet the

teachers and hear about their educational
program for the upcoming school year.
Remember that Back to School Night is
for parents only! Please make arrangements
now to have your children supervised at
home while you attend this important

evening.

Superintendent: Phil Quon

WELCOME BACK PARENTS NIGHT
Thursday, September 3, 2009 @ 6:00 to 6:30 p.m.
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THIS IS A MEETING FOR PARENTS ONLY!
PLEASE LEAVE YOUR CHILDREN HOME!

Things To Remember To Get Your Child
Off To A Good Year In Schooll

1.

2. Walk your child to school

3. If you have to drive, please

Come to school on time. Remember that
school starts at 8:40 a.m. Students can
come on campus starting at 8:25 a.m.
Too many tardy slips will result in an
Ounpleasant letterO being sent to you.

for good
exercise. Most of our students live
nearby. Exercise is good for your child
as well as you.

pull forward

as far as possible in the loading zone
before letting your child off.

4. If your child brings lunch to school, send

it with them in morning . If you have to
bring their lunch, bring it to the office

Do not go directly to the classroom!

5. Put your childOsfull name on his/her

lunch box, jacket, coat, sweatshirt or

any other personal possessions that he is
liable to take off and leave around the
school yard. Every year, we have
hundreds of items in Lost and Found

that we donate to charity because we
canOt identify the owner.

Jones Wong, Principal



COLLINS COMMUNIQUE
Other Things You Can Do To Help The School In General

If your child isill, keep him/her home until he is completely well . It is better to have your child miss one day of school than to return
too soon and have a relapse or worse, infect other students.

There is no supervision after school . Always pick up your child immediately after school. If you have a childcare provider, remind that
person to do the same. Remember that on Tuesdays, school ends at 2:10 p.m. for all students.

If at all possible, do not take vacations or family trips during school . There are plenty of holidays and
vacation days throughout the school year. Because CUSD gets funding based on the number of students who
are physically at school on a day to day basis, our district loses thousands of dollars every year because of
these trips and vacations. While students can ask for an Independent Study Contract _ if the absence will be
from five (5) to ten (10) days, this work can never take the place of classroom instruction.

It is very important that every student has an up-to-date emergency card _on file in the office. Please fill
out that card and return to school as soon as possible. Please let us know asap if there are any changes in
phone numbers, change of address or a change of any adults permitted to pick your child up in an emergency.

Look for your Collins Communique on our website!

The Collins Communique is our schoolOs weekly newsletter. It is published every Thursday. TtIn an effort to
becoming a OgreenO school, you will not receive a paper copy of this newsletter after today. We encourage all
parents to access our weekly school newsletter on-line to find out what is happening at school, in the school
district and upcoming PTA events. We are able to save lots of money by going paperless. Our website is

www. collinselementary.com.

Again, we want to take this opportunity to thank our web master, Mr. Max Lanfranconi who has been doing
this for several years and who spends countless hours updating information.

GATE Referral Process Testing Schedule

FALL TESTING ONLY FOR: “"New-to-District” students (6rades 4-8)

Referrals will be accepted beginning: August 24, 2009

Deadline for Fall GATE referrals: September 25, 2009

(Referrals received after September 25, 2009 will be returned to the school site.)

The focus of CupertinoOs Gifted and Talented Education Program is to identify and serve those students who have demonstrated

exceptional intellectual ability and outstanding academic achievement. Referrals for Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) testing may

be initiated by teachers, parents, or the student. If you have a current Onew-to-districtO student you would like to have tested this fall
for the Gifted and Talented Education Program, please contact your childOs teacher or school office for a referral form.

If you have questions about the screening process, please call the GATE office at 408-252-3000, extension 199, between 9:00 a.m. and
12:00 p.m. or visit the GATE website at:  http://www.cusdk8.org .

NOTE: Fall testing for new-to-district students will take place late October 2009.
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http://www.collinselementary.com

COLLINS COMMUNIQUE

DISTRICT NEWS SECTION
2009-2010

Disease Prevention and Control

T8 Prevention and Control Public Health Department
976 Lenzen Avenue, Suite 1700 | San Jose, CA 95126
408.885.4214 | 408.885.4249 fax

www.sccphd.org

ei@

Santa Clara Valley Health & Hospital System

Seasonal Flu & Pandemic H1N1 Flu
Information for Parents: Fall 2009

What is pandemic flu?

Pandemic influenza (flu) is a world-wide outbreak caused by a new flu virus. The virus spreads easily, and
since this is a new flu virus, people have little or no immunity — or protection — against it. In the past, pandemic
influenza has caused widespread illness and death.

Pandemic flu is different from seasonal flu. Seasonal flu outbreaks are caused by viruses that have been in
communities before. Seasonal flu happens every year, usually during winter months. Pandemic flu is caused
by a virus that is new to people. It is likely that pandemic flu will affect more people than seasonal flu because
we have little or no immunity against it. Also, a flu pandemic could last longer than a typical flu season.

What is the HIN1 flu?

In April 2009, a new flu virus called novel HIN1 influenza (early on called “swine flu") started making people ill.
The H1NT1 flu spread from person-to-person, much the same way that regular seasonal flu viruses spread. Now
the new flu virus is called pandemic HIN1.

The symptoms of seasonal flu and pandemic H1N1 flu are similar and include fever, cough, sore throat, runny
or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, chills and fatigue. Many people with the pandemic H1N1 flu, especially
children, also have diarrhea and vomiting.

Why should | be concerned about pandemic HIN1 flu?

Both seasonal flu and the novel H1N1 flu viruses are expected to cause illness in this school year. Flu viruses
are known to change as they move through the and health

that this new pandemic H1N1 flu virus could mutate (change) and cause more severe illness and death. Even if
this does not happen, we expect there will be large numbers of sick people, which could overwhelm community
resources.

Most people who get sick with flu get better without any medical attention. This has been true for the pandemic
H1N1 flu virus. And most people who have been sick with the H1N1 flu have been taken care of at home and
have fully recovered. People who have health problems are at higher risk for more severe iliness, as are
people with weakened immune systems. So far with the pandemic H1N1 flu, it seems that children less than 5
years of age, and especially those less than 2 years, may be at increased risk of more severe illness.

Also, the largest number of confirmed and probable cases is in people between the ages of 5 and 24 years.
This is different when compared to those who usually are sick with seasonal flu. While this age group is getting
sick with the H1N1 flu, most recover and get better unless they have health problems or weakened immune
systems.

What should | do?

1. Get a season flu vaccine. The seasonal flu vaccine should be available at the beginning of
September. Children ages 6 months to 18 years should get this flu vaccine every year. This year,
since we will have both flu viruses circulating in our community, getting the seasonal flu vaccine
will protect you from getting sick with seasonal flu.

2. A vaccine for the pandemic H1N1 flu will be available later in the fall, but there may be a limited

supply at first. Recommendations for this vaccine include children and young adults 6 months to 24
years of age. The H1N1 vaccine will most likely require a booster shot 2 to 3 weeks after the first

shot. For more information on ic HIN1 vaccine dations, go to
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu i htm
3. If your child becomes sick with flu symptoms (fever, cough, sore throat, runny nose), keep your

child at home until they no longer have a fever (without taking any medicine) for at least 24
hours. If your child has other health issues, you may want to call your doctor for advice.

4. Teach your child good health habits by showing them how to cover cough and sneeze into their
sleeves, or to cover their cough/sneeze with tissues. They should was their hands often and keep
their hands away from their faces. These simple tips will go a long way in limiting the spread of
disease — especially if everyone cooperates!

Not everyone with flu symptoms may need to be seen by a health care provider or be tested for influenza. The
best thing to do is to stay at home until you or your child is without a fever for at least 24 hours. But if you are
worried that you or your child’s symptoms are getting worse, be sure to contact your health care provider.

As we learn more about the pandemic H1N1 flu, information may change. Be sure to watch for other notices
from your child’s school, or go to the Public Health Department web site at www.sccphd.org and look for
pandemic H1N1 updates. If you have additional questions, you may call the Public Health Disease Prevention
and Control Program at 408-885-4214 and ask to speak with a public health nurse.

Thank you for helping us keep our school community as healthy as possible.

Dedicated to the Health of the Whole Community




