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 3 ~ Welcome Back Parent Night ~ 6:00 to 6:30 p.m.

 3 ~ Back To School Night (Parents Only)

 6:30 to 7:15 ~ Grades 3-5

 7:15 to 8:00 ~ Grades K-2

 7 ~ LABOR DAY ~ NO SCHOOL!

 9 ~ PTA Meeting ~ 7:00 p.m.

 10 ~ Bud White individual pictures taken today!

 18 ~ STAFF LEARNING DAY ~ NO SCHOOL!

WELCOME BACK PARENTS NIGHT

Thursday, September 3, 2009 @ 6:00 to 6:30 p.m.

THIS IS A MEETING FOR PARENTS ONLY!

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR CHILDREN HOME!

Collins Communique

Dear Parents:

Welcome back to another new school year. 
All of us are looking 
forward to seeing all 
the eager and 
enthusiastic faces of 
the students and 
working with them. 
We are also looking 
forward to working 

with you and getting 
your support.

We want to welcome new teachers and 
staff to Collins for the 2009-2010 school 
year. We have three new teachers. They 
are Katherine Camilleri who is teaching 
kindergarten in room 2, Harumi Gong 
teaching the first/second grade 
combination class in room 20 and Tabitha 
Deyo teaching 4th grade in room 30. Mrs. 
Sandy Hull is the new school nurse. Brandon 
Kwas and Mark Hutt are the new upper 
grade P.E. teacher and assistant, 
respectively. Kathy Disney and Pamela 
Ketcham will share the primary music 
teacherÕs position. Grainne O’Flynn will 
teach one upper grade music class. 

CollinsÕs student enrollment is growing again.  
To accommodate these new students, we 
are starting a new first grade class in the 

art room. We want to welcome Mrs. 
Bhagyashree Vadodkar who is the new 
teacher. 

For the last several years, we have had a 
Welcome Back Parents’ Night early in the 
school year. It is an opportunity for 
parents, especially parents new to Collins, to 
find out what our school is about. We talk 
about general school rules, student safety, 
our nutrition program, and parentsÕ 
participation at the school and their 
support of the PTA. This yearÕs Welcome 
Back Parents’ Night will be held on 
Thursday, September 3, 2009 from 6:00 
to 6:30 p.m.  in the GLC.

Back to School Night, an annual event is on 
Thursday, September 3, 2009 from 6:30 
to 8:00 p.m. Parents of students in grades  
3-5 will visit classrooms from 6:30 to 7:15 
p.m. Parents of K-2 students will visit 
classrooms from 7:15 to 8:00 p.m. This is an  
opportunity for all of you to meet the 
teachers and hear about their educational 
program for the upcoming school year. 
Remember that Back to School Night is 
for parents only! Please make arrangements 
now to have your children supervised at 
home while you attend this important 
evening. 

Things To Remember To Get Your Child 
Off To A Good Year In School!

1. Come to school on time.  Remember that 
school starts at 8:40 a.m. Students can  
come on campus starting at 8:25 a.m. 
Too many tardy slips will result in an 
Òunpleasant letterÓ being sent to you.

2. Walk your child to school  for good 
exercise. Most of our students live 
nearby. Exercise is good for your child 
as well as you. 

3. If you have to drive, please pull forward 
as far as possible  in the loading zone 
before letting your child off.

4. If your child brings lunch to school, send 
it with them in morning . If you have to 
bring their lunch, bring it to the office . 
Do not go directly to the classroom!

5. Put your childÕs full name  on his/her 
lunch box, jacket, coat, sweatshirt or 
any other personal possessions that he is  
liable to take off and leave around the 
school yard. Every year, we have 
hundreds of items in Lost and Found 
that we donate to charity because we 
canÕt identify the owner.  
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If your child is ill, keep him/her home until he is completely well . It is better to have your child miss one day of school than to return 
too soon and have a relapse or worse, infect other students.

There is no supervision after school . Always pick up your child immediately after school. If you have a childcare provider, remind that 
person to do the same. Remember that on Tuesdays, school ends at 2:10 p.m. for all students. 

If at all possible, do not take vacations or family trips during school . There are plenty of holidays and 
vacation days throughout the school year. Because CUSD gets funding based on the number of students who 
are physically at school on a day to day basis, our district loses thousands of dollars every year because of 
these trips and vacations. While students can ask for an Independent Study Contract  if the absence will be 
from five (5) to ten (10) days, this work can never take the place of classroom instruction.

It is very important that every student has an up-to-date emergency card  on file in the office. Please fill 
out that card and return to school as soon as possible. Please let us know asap if there are any changes in 
phone numbers, change of address or a change of any adults permitted to pick your child up in an emergency.

 Other Things You Can Do To Help The School In General

 GATE Referral Process Testing Schedule

FALL TESTING ONLY FOR: “New-to-District” students (Grades 4-8)

Referrals will be accepted beginning: August 24, 2009

Deadline for Fall GATE referrals: September 25, 2009

(Referrals received after September 25, 2009 will be returned to the school site.)

The focus of CupertinoÕs Gifted and Talented Education  Program is to identify and serve those students who have demonstrated 
exceptional intellectual ability and outstanding academic achievement. Referrals for Gifted and Talented Education (GATE) testing may 
be initiated by teachers, parents, or the student. If you have a current Ònew-to-districtÓ student you would like to have tested this fall  
for the Gifted and Talented Education Program, please contact your childÕs teacher or school office for a referral form.

If you have questions about the screening process, please call the GATE office at 408-252-3000, extension 199, between 9:00 a.m. and  
12:00 p.m. or visit the GATE website at: http://www.cusdk8.org .

NOTE: Fall testing for new-to-district students will take place late October 2009.

 Look for your Collins Communique on our website!

The Collins Communique is our schoolÕs weekly newsletter. It is published every Thursday. πIn an effort to 
becoming a ÒgreenÓ school, you will not receive a paper copy of this newsletter after today. We encourage all 
parents to access our weekly school newsletter on-line to find out what is happening at school, in the school 
district and upcoming PTA events. We are able to save lots of money by going paperless. Our website is 
www.collinselementary.com. 

Again, we want to take this opportunity to thank our web master, Mr. Max Lanfranconi who has been doing 
this for several years and who spends countless hours updating information. 
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